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SFWMD Governing Board Approves Brighton Valley Northern Everglades  

Public Private Partnership 

New public-private partnership will keep thousands of acre-feet of stormwater 

runoff out of the northern estuaries 

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) on Thursday, July 12, 2018 approved a 

public-private partnership with the Lykes Brighton Valley LLC that will create the Brighton 

Valley Northern Everglades Project. This project will treat water in the Lake Okeechobee 

watershed over the next decade.  

"Every gallon stored counts in situations like the current high water emergency South Florida is 

facing," said SFWMD Governing Board Chairman Federico Fernandez. "This Governing Board is 

thankful to Lykes Brighton Valley for stepping up and helping reduce nutrients in the Lake 

Okeechobee watershed." 

The Brighton Valley Project will 

create flow, averaging 40,000 acre-

feet of water per year, through 

approximately 8,200 acres of 

privately-owned land in Highlands 

County. That water will be taken 

from the C-41A Canal during excess 

water conditions and conveyed 

across the project's land in order to 

reduce nutrients in the water.  
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The project includes flow-through 

cells that will help remove nutrients 

such as phosphorus from the water 

before it is discharged to the C-40 

Canal. The project is expected to 

remove 3.2 tons of phosphorus and 

27.3 tons of nitrogen from the water 

annually. Construction of the project 

will begin this fall.  

 

The funding for the project comes 

from a 2016 appropriation by the 

Florida Legislature specifically for 

public-private partnerships to benefit 

the Northern Everglades. "The state 

is doing its part to finish major 

restoration projects that will protect 

the estuaries long-term," Fernandez 

said. "Private landowners are giving 

us the flexibility needed to store and 

treat water in the short-term, while   

helping to reduce the damaging discharges to the 

estuaries."     

For years, SFWMD has utilized its Dispersed Water Management program to store and treat 

water on public lands and has partnered with private landowners to do the same. Brighton 

Valley will be the third public-private water project on the Lykes Ranch which is located 

upstream of Lake Okeechobee. Lykes-SFWMD joint projects are relatively low cost and highly 

efficient, utilizing a strategic cooperative approach to water quality and water storage goals in 

the Northern Everglades.  

Founded by Dr. Howell Tyson Lykes and his seven sons in 1900, Lykes Bros. Inc. has major land holdings in Florida 

and Texas and is one of the largest private landowners in the United States. The company's mission is to assure 

quality in its products and services, stewardship of the land and continued commitment to community involvement. 

 

The South Florida Water Management District is a regional governmental agency that manages the water 

resources in the southern part of the state. It is the oldest and largest of the state's five water management 

districts. Our mission is to protect South Florida's water resources by balancing and improving flood control, water 

supply, water quality and natural systems. 
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