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working this piece for eight years, clearing brush, planting 

food plots, and releasing twice as many birds as are harvested 

each year and he says that he’s now seeing a real payoff. The 

highest praise that he’s received comes from his neighbors 

who tell him that they now find coveys of quail on their adja-

cent properties where none had been seen for decades. Wells 

points out that the FWC has well-considered regulations in 

place for permitting this type of operation.

Quail For The Future
Hunting is under many of the same pressures that beset 

fishing and other outdoor activities.  There is never enough 

money in the budget for resource managers to collect the best 

possible science or to do all of the habitat enhancement work 

that’s indicated by the science. A potentially more ominous 

issue is the growing trend among today’s youth to find their 

entertainment electronically rather than in the outdoors. For-

tunately for the future of the sport there is a non-profit orga-

nization called Quail Forever that is working on these issues. 

Nigel Morris, board member of Southwest Florida’s very ac-

tive Flatwood Chapter of Quail Forever, says that their mem-

bers volunteer to assist the FWC with research projects such as 

quail covey counts and habitat mapping. Fundraising efforts 

provide money which goes directly to habitat enhancement 

and among things they’ve paid for are roller chopping and seed 

for food plots that the FWC would not otherwise have been able 

to afford. They provide sweat equity, too, and have used equip-

ment loaned by chapter members (under FWC supervision) to 

do land clearing and other habitat enhancement. Perhaps most 

importantly, they hold youth events that are designed to get 

young people into the woods. If kids don’t hunt then eventu-

ally the sport will die and everyone loses. These are good folks; 

check out www.quailforever.org. FS

About Silver Lake Preserve
Located in southwest Florida’s rural Glades County, Silver Lake Preserve’s 

facilities are top-notch and their offerings can be tailored to suit the needs of 
potential customers. You can arrive for a hunt and leave that same day, or you 
can stay overnight in the renovated and very comfortable Lykes Lodge and 

enjoy dinner the night before and 
breakfast the day of your hunt. No 
gun? No problem. Silver Lake rents 
20 gauge over/unders and sells 
ammo to folks traveling light. A 
really nice amenity is the “Wobble 
Deck,” an elevated trap-shooting 
platform with multiple stations 
from which hunters can target 
fast-flying clay pigeons to tune up 
their shooting before going afield. 
Practice is always a good idea, but 
it’s especially important if you’re 
using a borrowed or rented gun 
that you haven’t shot much. 

Transportation to and from the 
quail courses and from spot to spot while hunting is via customized, comfort-
able, quiet and smooth-riding buggies which also transport the dogs, carry 
coolers for beverages and for downed birds, and carry everybody’s guns and 
gear. At the end of each hunt the birds are cleaned, packaged and given to the 
guests ready to go. During the mid-season months Silver Lake can be booked 
heavily, especially on weekends, so it will pay you to book well in advance 
unless you plan to visit either early or late in the season.  For more information 
phone 863-273-7712 or visit www.silverlakepreserve.com.

Quail Hunting

Breaking clays at Silver Lake 

Preserve’s wobble deck. 

TITANIUM & 

STAINLESS STEEL 

PLIERS

Donnmar Pliers continue to be the 

choice of serious fisherman, providing 

years of dependable use in fresh or salt 

water.  They are revered for their ultra-

lightweight, superior strength and 

easy-to-grip design.

1-800-794-8357

Made in U.S.A.

Ask for

WWW.DONNMARPLIERS.COM

Call us to find 

a dealer near you.
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